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          http://flinthillswoodturners.org 

September  2018

September Programs: 

Embellishing, Pyrography, 

Dying & Burning  

Part 1 

The first part of our demonstration time will feature Ned Gatewood (club         

Secretary) who plans to talk about creating lines on a turning with a pointed 

cutting tool and burning it with a wire or a Formica-like product; dying the 

wood; pyrography and pyrography equipment; and, embellishing turnings with 

a  Dremel-like tool. 

Turning a Natural edged 

“Crotch” Bowl  

Part 2 

The second part of our demonstration time 

will feature Dennis Biggs (Program  Director) 

who plans to turn a Natural edge Crotch 

bowl. 
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 Unexpectedly, I had to miss the August 

meeting to attend the funeral of a dear friend in St. 

Louis.  We have all lost friends and family and it is 

never easy, even if the person has been ill for a long 

time.  So when we are  together, my fellow Flint 

Hills Woodturners, let us make the most of our time 

as we just never know when it may end. 

 

 Many thanks to Joe Davis for his demo in 

August on turning hammer handles.  It is easy to 

turn something round but oval takes a bit more 

knowledge and skill.  I’m sorry to have missed it but 

look forward to the photos of his demo in the     

September newsletter. 

 
 The Board has often discussed our         

membership list from the standpoint of who should 

have it and how we protect it.  With issues of       

privacy so pervasive these days, we are concerned 

that someone may do something with the list which 

is inappropriate so we have decided not to publish it 

to the membership.  It is interesting that Kansas   

Area Woodturners (KAW), the Topeka club,      

publishes their membership list every month as an 

attachment to the newsletter.  Of course, that is very 

helpful to any member who wants to contact another 

but it could also put members in jeopardy            

unknowingly.  Sorry to be so suspicious but a      

career in law enforcement has taught me to be    

careful.  But we also know that our members may 

want to make contact with another member and that 

is fine.  Please just e-mail me, or another officer, 

and we’ll be glad to provide contact information to 

you.   

 
 In last month’s newsletter, I discussed a      

different way to run our raffle.  I’ll describe it again   

elsewhere in this newsletter and explain it at the 

meeting.  We didn’t do it in my absence but we’ll 

give it a shot at the September meeting.  I think you 

will enjoy it.   

 
 Our membership seems to have peaked at 

about 50.  Now that we have pretty much moved 

into the bee shop, there is more room to expand so 

spread the word about woodturning and invite your 

friends to come see what it’s about.  Our next public 

event will be Pumpkin Patch at CiCo Park that first 

week of October.  Some of you have already signed 

up to either demonstrate bowl turning or to, as we 

say, work the crowd.  We still need a few more so 

I’ll have the list at this meeting to pass around.  If 

you have never done a public event like this, you 

will likely find that you really enjoy it.  Even if you 

can’t help work the booth, at least stop by when you 

are at the show. 

 
 November is election of officers for 2019.  

Those elected will take office at the January      

meeting.  If you are interested in taking an office or 

a different office than the one you now hold, please 

let me know.  Even the office of president will be 

open.    

 

And be safe, my friends.  Always turn the 
speed down before you turn on the lathe when you 
first put on a new piece of wood.  Always wear your 

face shield.  Always work with sharp tools.  Always 
think safety.   
 

Tom Boley -  President 

  The Call of the Lathe 
September 2018
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 August 4th, 2018  

The monthly meeting of the Flint Hills 
Woodturners began at 9:00 a.m., August 4, 
2018 at the Golden Prairie Honey Farms,      
located at the Green Valley Industrial Park, 
8859 Green Valley Drive, Manhattan, Kansas. 

Program Director Dennis Biggs called the  
meeting to order. 

The meeting began with Show and Tell.  Don 
Baker, Vaughn Graber, Dennis Biggs, Robert 
Kloppenborg, Victor Schwarz, Ned Gatewood, 
and Nyle Larson shared their recent    
woodturning work with the club. 

Officers’ Reports:  

Dennis Biggs welcomed new members Dick 

Purdue and Dale Nester to the club.  He         

reminded members that Hospice House is    

having its 2018 Wine Masters Dinner & Live 

Auction on August 24 and its Grand Tasting 

and Silent Auction on August 25.  We have 

been asked to donate wood turnings for the  

auctions. 

Vice President’s report: no report 

Secretary’s report: Ned Gatewood suggested 

members’ contributions of articles are needed 

for the newsletter.  It’s a good way for members 

to share with others their knowledge about 

woodturning and to help make for a better 

newsletter. 

Operations Director’s report: Steve Bietau     

reminded members we will have a booth at the 

Pumpkin Patch Arts and Crafts Fair on October 

5 and 6.  He passed around a sign-up sheet for 

volunteers to work the booth.  We will have two 

lathes there this year. 

Program Director’s report: Dennis Biggs       

reported there has been little response to a     

request for presenters for the September Tricks 

and Tips demonstration.  If Dennis does not get 

enough volunteers, he will provide a         

demonstration himself.  Dennis reminded  

member the Great Plains Woodturning Club 

in Lincoln, Nebraska will host Glenn Lucas, an 

acclaimed wood turner and demonstrator, for an 

all-day demonstration in Lincoln on Saturday, 

November 4.  Let Dennis know if you want to 

attend. If enough members attend, carpooling 

arrangements may be made and the November 

3rd FHW meeting can be postposed to           

November 10th. 

Treasurer’s report: Dennis Biggs announced on 

behalf of the treasurer we have $3,531 in the 

treasury. 

Raffle: Vince Traffas, Randy Zelenka, Dale 
Nester, Daniel Joseph, Joe Davis, Steve Bietau, 
and Greg Paine won valuable prizes. 

Demonstration: This month’s demonstration 
was by Joe Davis turning a hammer handle on 
the lathe.  He began by reminding us that axes 
and hammers have different functions, and their 
handles must meet the needs of those functions.  
They must also fit well the hand of the user.  
Hickory, ash, maple and oak are strong woods 
and suitable for ax and hammer handles. The 
wood’s orientation in the handle is important 
for the handle’s strength.  Joe demonstrated 
making a hammer handle by turning a rectangu-
lar hickory blank into a cylinder.  Then, using 
two sets of offset axes, he turned the handle on 
each of these axes.  This transformed the handle 
into an oval shape.  Joe finished the hammer 
handle by shaping the portion that goes into the 
head of the hammer, and then secured it in the 
head with wedges. 

The next Flint Hills Woodturning meeting will 
be on Saturday September 1, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. 
at the Golden Prairie Honey Farms, located at 
the Green Valley Industrial Park, 8859 Green 
Valley Drive, Manhattan.  

Ned Gatewood - Secretary 

Club Minutes 
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Community Involvement  

Upcoming programs are as scheduled:  

September: Ned Gatewood will do a segment on embellishments to 

wood turnings. Dennis Biggs will fill the remaining time with turning a 

natural edge “crotch” bowl.  

October:  Still Open. 

November:  Tom Boley 

Please volunteer.  It is fun and a learning opportunity.  Please contact 

me at dbiggsgolf@yahoo.com or at our next meeting. 

 

We have tentatively scheduled Alan Lacer to do a demo and maybe a clinic in May 2019.   

Dennis Biggs - Program Director 

The 45th Annual Pumpkin Patch Arts & Crafts Fair will be held at Cico Park in            
Manhattan, KS. This event is free to the public with free parking available. There will be 
local vendors selling handmade and refurbished arts and crafts as well as exhibitors 
demonstrating various skills and trades. There will be attractions and activities for       
children as well! 
Our club will participate again this year and we will once again need to have volunteers to 
sign up for different time slots.  A sign up sheet will be circulated around at the next   
couple of club meetings. 

 

 

Fair Hours:  
Friday, October 5, 

2018 9:00am - 7:00pm 
Saturday, October 6, 

2018 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Location: Cico Park 
City: Manhattan, KS 

Programs  

mailto:dbiggsgolf@yahoo.com
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August: Show and Tell  

Victor Schwarz 

Ned Gatewood 

Robert Kloppenborg 

Nyle Larson 

Vaughn Graber Tom Shields 

Dennis Biggs 

Don Baker 
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  Joe Davis began his demonstration of     
making a hammer handle by telling club 
members the idioms “Hanging an ax” is     
defined as putting an ax head on a handle, 
and “flying off the handle” refers to an ax or 
hammer head coming off its handle.  He     
reminded us axes and hammers have different 
functions, and their handles must meet the 
needs of those functions, and also they must 
fit well the hand of the user.  Joe said the best 
wood for hammer and ax handles is the wood 
found on the perimeter of a tree.  Hickory, 
ash, maple and oak are strong woods and 
suitable for ax and hammer handles.  He  
suggests practicing handle making first with 
a piece of pine.  Before turning a handle, he 
first makes a dimensioned drawing of the 
handle from which he references while    
turning a handle.  He then turned a piece of   
hickory on its center axis to get a round    
handle blank.  After the blank was rounded, 
he marked two sets of offset axes each end of 
the blank and then turned the piece on each 
of these two axes.  This began transforming 
the round blank into an oval shape, a shape 
more comfortable for the hand.   

August’s Program 

Getting a Handle                

on the situation 

Demonstrator: Joe Davis 

Recap 
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The orientation of the wood’s grain is         
important for the handle’s strength: face grain 
should be oriented to the hammer’s sides and 
the edge grain to the hammer’s top.  He 
turned the “rise”, a thickened area behind the 
hammer’s head; this adds strength to the 
hammer.  He turned the narrow area behind 
the rise, and this provides flex when the  
hammer is swung.   Joe then turned the 
handle’s end where it will go through the 
hammer head; when the opening is oval, he 
whittles its shape to match the opening.   
Next, Joe made a cut in the top of the       
handle where a wood wedge will be driven to 
help hold the head onto the handle.  And then 
a metal wedge is driven into the handle’s top 
perpendicular to the wood wedge.  And      
finally, the handle is sanded and finished with 
a finish of choice.  

 

Ned Gatewood - Secretary 



            

8 

 Sharing Corner 

 By members for members 

 Several months ago, in a video I        
borrowed from our library, the             
demonstrator showed a neat trick he 
used that I would like to share with you.  
When he wanted to size a tenon a     
common nut size he used modified box 
end wrenches.  This is a time consuming 
and sometimes a difficult task to achieve 
especially when I want a snug fit in a 
hole.  Not wanting to use any of my 
wrenches, I made a trip to Wal-Mart to 
purchase a $10 set of standard box end/

open end wrenches.  I sharpened the 
short leg of the wrench to make a cutting 
surface.  I found it does work when the 
tenon is first turned close to the desired 
size.  Of course it doesn’t cut as well as 
a gouge but it does make a standard size 
tendon. 

  

Terry Schmidt 
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Operating a chain saw is inherently hazardous. Potential    

injuries can be minimized by using proper personal protective 

equipment and safe operating procedures. 

Before Starting a Chain Saw 

 Check controls, chain tension, and all bolts and handles to ensure that they are functioning properly and that they 

are adjusted according to the manufacturer's instructions. 

 Make sure that the chain is always sharp and the lubrication reservoir is full. 

 Start the saw on the ground or on another firm support. Drop starting is never allowed. Start the saw at least 10 feet 

from the fueling area, with the chain's brake engaged. 

Fueling a Chain Saw 

 Use approved containers for transporting fuel to the saw. 

 Dispense fuel at least 10 feet away from any sources of ignition when performing construction activities. No    

smoking during fueling. 

 Use a funnel or a flexible hose when pouring fuel into the saw. Never attempt to fuel a running or HOT saw. 

Chain Saw Safety 

 Clear away dirt, debris, small tree limbs and rocks from the saw's chain path. Look for nails, spikes or other metal in 

the tree before cutting. 

 Shut off the saw or engage its chain brake when carrying the saw on rough or uneven terrain. 

 Keep your hands on the saw's handles, and maintain secure footing while operating the saw. 

 Proper personal protective equipment must be worn when operating the saw, which includes hand, foot, leg, eye, 

face, hearing and head protection. 

 Do not wear loose-fitting clothing. 

 Be careful that the trunk or tree limbs will not bind against the saw. 

 Watch for branches under tension, they may spring out when cut. 

 Gasoline-powered chain saws must be equipped with a protective device that minimizes chain saw kickback. 

Be cautious of saw kick-back. To avoid kick-back, do not saw with the tip. If equipped, keep tip guard in place. 

Chain Saw Safety 

 Safety Spotlight 

U.S. Department of Labor 
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Two Nebraska woodturning clubs, the Omaha Woodturners Club and the Great Plains 
Woodturners out of Lincoln have banded together to put on our 2018 Woodturning Sympo-
sium featuring Glen Lucas.  We are excited about this opportunity and wish to share it with 
you and your club members.  The particulars are as follows: 
 

 When: Saturday, November 3rd from 9 to 4.  Includes lunch and refreshments. 

 Where: UNL Innovation Campus in Lincoln. (directions and local accommodations in attachments) 

 Cost: $60 

Topics: Glen will demonstrate his Dublin Viking Thin Wall Bowl, his Utility Bowl and his 
Traditional Irish Platter.  In addition he will present his Sharpening Made Easy program. 
 
We hope to see some of you at our symposium and encourage you to send in your registra-
tion forms and checks as soon as possible so we can accurately plan the logistics. 
 
Driving Instructions to the Innovation Campus: 

I 80 East or West bound Exit 403 South on to N 27th Street 

Go approx. 3.5 miles then take a Left onto Cornhusker Hwy 

Go approx. 1/10 of a mile and take a Right onto State Fair Park Dr which becomes Salt 
Creek Rd 

Go approx. .6 miles then take a Right onto N 21st Street 

At the T take a Left onto Transformation Dr 

The gravel lot on your right is for parking 

The entrance to the building is about 100 yards ahead on the Left 

2018 Nebraska Woodturner Symposium 

Featuring Glen Lucas 

Club Announcement 
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Nebraska Woodturner Symposium 

2018 

Signup Sheet 
 

Presenter :  Glen Lucas 

When & Where:  

November 3, 2018, from 9-4, Includes lunch and refreshments 

 

UNL Nebraska Innovation Campus, 2021 Transformation Drive, Suite 
2220, Lincoln 

 

(Please print legibly) 

Name:________________________________________________________ 

Email:_________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Cost ……………………………..…………………………………………………………      $60 

 

 

Please send this form and your check to the address below. 

Make Checks Payable to: 

Nebraska Turner Symposium 

 

Contact: 

Brian Newell 

20304 W Hwy 31 

Springfield, NE 68059 

(402) 290-9783 
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 We still buy tickets as normal. 
 

$1 for 1, six for $5, and maybe 15 for $10.  
  

Each item will have a cup in front of it and you put tickets 
in the cups in front of items you'd like to win.  So if you 
are only interested in two or three of the items, just put 
your tickets in those cups.  We will draw one ticket from 
each cup and the winner gets that item.  But then we'll put 
all the tickets in together for the grand prize and everyone 
has a chance at that.  I thought it sounded like a pretty 
good way of doing it so wanted to try it here.  

 

                 Let's see how it works for us. 

Starting in September 

We will try a new twist 

on our raffle process 
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Trees of Northeast Kansas 

Silver Maple 
Janka Hardness: 700 

Silver Maple is a soft maple. The sapwood of maple is most commonly used rather than its 
heartwood as the sapwood is almost white, while the heartwood is a darker reddish brown. 
Grain is generally straight, and Silver Maple has a fine, even texture. It accepts turning tools 
well and generally there is little grain tearing. It is usually not stained, but if a stain is de-
sired, a pre-conditioner must be applied to avoid uneven stain absorption and thereby stain 
unevenness and blotching. 
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Flint Hills Woodturners is a 501(c)(3) non-profit composed of individuals who are interested in  
learning and promoting the art of turning wood. Formed in March 2015 for hobbyists in the Flint Hills 
region of Northeast Kansas, the club welcomes all interested people to visit our meetings to get a 
sample of this inspiring hobby. You will find warm people from novice to expert willing to share with 
you. Flint Hills Woodturners is a chapter of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW). 

President 

Tom Boley 
president@flinthillswoodturners.org 

 

Vice president / 

Newsletter Editor 

Ray Case 
vicepresident@flinthillswoodturners.org 

 

Secretary 

Ned Gatewood 
secretary@flinthillswoodturners.org 

 

Treasurer 

Tom Shields 
treasurer@flinthillswoodturners.org 

 

Program Director 

Dennis Biggs 
program@flinthillswoodturners.org 

 

Operations 

Steve Bietau 
operations@flinthillswoodturners.org 

 

http://flinthillswoodturners.org 

Sep 1st 

 

 

Monthly Meeting 

Ned Gatewood & Dennis 

Biggs 

Embellishment/ Natural 

Edge Crotch bowl 

Golden Prairie Honey 

Farms 8859 Green 

Valley Drive, Suite #4,          

Manhattan 

Sep 10th Skill Enhancement 

7:00-9:30 PM 

Red Oak Hollow 

Lathe Works,  

Wamego 

Sep 12th   

Sep 17th Skill Enhancement 

7:00-9:30 PM 

Red Oak Hollow 

Lathe Works,  

Wamego 

Oct 6th Monthly Meeting 

Open 

Golden Prairie Honey 

Farms 8859 Green 

Valley Drive, Suite #4,          

Manhattan 

Flint Hills Woodturners Program and  Events 

Unless otherwise announced, meetings are held at 8859 

Green Valley Drive, Suite #4, Manhattan KS 

Meetings start at 9:00 am but come any time after 8:00 am. 

Enter at the rear of the building 

The American Association of Woodturners (AAW) is a 

nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization, dedicated to advancing 

the art and craft of woodturning  worldwide by providing 

opportunities for education, information, and organization 

to those interested in turning wood.  Established in 1986, 

AAW currently has more than 15,000 members and a 

network of more than 350 local chapters globally repre-

senting professionals, amateurs, gallery owners, collec-

tors and wood / tool suppliers. 

Noon 


