
March 2026

March Club Event… 2
AAW Bulletin … 3

Women in Turning… 6
Ya Gotta Eat … 7
Red Cedar  ….  8

February Meeting Minutes …9
Skill Enhancement…… 11

February Demo Photos…. 12
February Show & Tell … 23

Share Your Knowledge  …  32
List of Member Lathes….  33

Woodturning Media…..34
Meeting Location Map … 36

Mentoring Opportunities … 37
FHW on YouTube … 38
Club Information … 39
Upcoming Events ..40 

In this newsletter:



Turning Small Goblets
With Robert Kloppenborg

March Club Event

Saturday, March 7th, 2026

Rock Creek High School, 9355 Flush Rd, St George (Flush), KS 

66535

8:30 AM Social Time, 9:00 AM Meeting Begins

At our March meeting Robert Kloppenborg will 
demonstrate turning small goblets. 



Section header

For newer and seasoned woodturners

AAW offers many online resources on their 
website to help with your woodturning journey.
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AAW Bulletin
News from the American 

Association of Woodturners
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AAW Forum Highlights

Click here to learn more

Want to connect 

with other 

woodturners?

Sign up for the AAW 
Forum, a member 
moderated online 
community ideal for 
sharing work, ideas, 
and obtaining 
feedback from other 
woodturning 
enthusiasts. You can 
upload photos, 
converse with other 
woodturners, and 
maybe even see your 
work as a "Turning of 
the Week."



Don’t Forget!

• The AAW member Remote Demonstration 
Calendar features online woodturning demonstrations 
presented by AAW members.

• To become an AAW member, or to renew your AAW 
membership, please visit: AAW Membership Home.

AAW Bulletin
News from the American 

Association of Woodturners
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AAW members save $50 if registered before 2/28



"Seeds of Growth", 2026 WIT Collaborative Fundraiser

Submission Period: February 1 to March 15, 2026
Applicants will be notified by April 2, 2026

Seeds of Growth is the 2026 Women in Turning fundraising 
project. The theme represents WIT’s aspirations and plans to 
grow the number of women participating in our shared craft 
of woodturning.

We are seeking beautiful, seed-inspired objects to include in 
a presentation box created by Dixie Biggs. Please note that 
there is a strict 2” x 2” x 3” size limit.

Although we will naturally want them all, due to display size 
restrictions only a limited number of pieces can be 
accepted. One piece per entry. Multiple entries not 
accepted. Please include a focused, well-lit image with your 
application. Minimum image dimension, 1,000 pixels on the 
longest side.

There is no fee to apply.

Seeds of Change will be displayed at the AAW Symposium in 
Raleigh, NC, and sold at the AAW Live Auction on June 5th. 
All work accepted for the collaboration will be a 100% 
donation with proceeds going to support the WIT program 
and AAW.

To see past WIT collaborative fundraisers, click here.

Click here for more information and to apply.
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February Meeting Minutes
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Recorded by Ned Gatewood

February 7, 2026

The meeting was called to order by President Barbara Drolet. A total of 43 people 
attended.

Officers’ Reports:

President - Barbara Drolet asked members to provide the name of the lathe they 
use so it could be shared with other members who are in the market for a new 
lathe. Barbara introduced Thad Rhodes who spoke of a juried exhibition featuring 
works crafted from eastern red cedar at the Lumberyard Art Center in Baldwin 
City. Submit entries by April 4.

Newsletter Editor – Dave Davis reported some newsletter emails are still bouncing 
back. Members should let him know if they aren’t receiving newsletter emails.

Secretary – No report.

Treasurer – Ross Hirst reported we have $3,731 in the treasury. Last month, 
expenses were $18 for a coffee timer, $137 for a gift for Heather Marusiak, and 
$102 for name tags for new members. Receipts were $160 for memberships, $14 
for replacement tags, and a $3 contribution. Ross will soon file for our annual 
insurance policy and the necessary IRS forms.

Program Director – Ken Stitt reported Tom Boley will be demonstrating today the 
making of an Octopod. For the March meeting, Robert Kloppenborg will 
demonstrate making thin stemmed goblets. In April, Tom Shields will demonstrate 
a subject yet to be determined. Members were asked for suggestions for 
upcoming demonstrations, including remote demonstrators. Ken will be 
contacting the Kansas City turning club to inquire about participating or sharing 
in some future demonstrations.

Operations – Randy Zelenka reported we will be participating in the Discovery 
Center’s Meet the Makers, March 16-20. Volunteers will be needed.

Member-at-Large – No report.

Show and Tell – Vaughn Grabber, Dennis Waite, Tom Shields, Dennis Biggs, Robert 
Kloppenborg, Terry Schmidt, Victor Schwarz, and Duane Fischer shared their 
recent works.

Demonstration – Tom Boley demonstrated making a square, four legged, shallow 
bowl he calls an Octopod. He began with a 6”x6”piece of cherry wood that was 
3” thick. An Octopod is turned similarly to a four corner bowl, but its top two thirds 
is a four corner bowl and the



February Meeting Minutes
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bottom one third is an inverted four corner bowl that     serves as four legs. 
Between the two, is a narrow “waist”.

He removed a portion of the bottom on the table saw and using a miter gauge, 
resulting in the bottom one inch thickness being a square. This resulting square 
was orientated ninety degrees off axis from the top two inch thick square. Tom 
then mounted the piece on the lathe by making a tenon on the top, then 
removed wood from the base to begin creating four legs. When mounting the 
piece on the lathe, it’s important to mount the center equidistant from the four 
corners in order to get an even thickness around the edges of the finished bowl. 
He then turned the piece around on the lathe and removed wood from the top 
to create a four sided bowl. As four corners began to emerge from the square 
base and then from the top, Tom cautioned to not be too aggressive in removing 
wood from the corners while the piece turns, as it’s easy to chip off wood from 
the thinning corners. An ogee curve developed from the narrow juncture of the 
base and top to the corners of the top bowl. It’s important to keep track of the 
wall thickness of the bottom and the top. It is also important when originally 
mounting the piece on the lathe to center it on the lathe’s axis to get an even 
thickness around edges of the bowl and four legs. With the top bowl completed, 
he remounted the piece with the bowl pressed in a jam chuck and then 
completed the four legs and t hen sanded the entire Octopod.

The next meeting will be Saturday, March 7.
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Skill Enhancement 
Tom Boley

Skill Enhancement is something we can all use. We did it for 
quite a while until a couple years ago when most seemed to lose 
interest. Now that we have a number of members new to the craft, 
it is time to reactivate the program. The general format is for 
members to come to my shop and work for a couple hours on 
something while some of our more experienced members help. The 
way we do it is to have up to four members turning in my shop one, 
perhaps two, weekday evenings each month. Participants may work 
on any project they wish and we will help them. For new 
woodturners, we'll start with the basics, but all are welcome. My 
shop can only accommodate four turners at a time, but all members 
are welcome to come and hang out to see what they may be able to 
learn by listening, watching, and asking questions. Since there are 
only four turning slots available, it is hugely helpful if those who wish 
to come tell me they can come and what kind of project they wish to 
work on. I have the two club mini lathes and two larger lathes 
available for use so will assign lathes based on the kind of project 
upon which you wish to work. We also ask for a $5 fee if you use 
any of the equipment. That goes to the club but is paid out as 
needed for supplies and replacement of broken parts like band saw 
blades. Our first session will be the evening of Thursday, 12 March, 
from 7:00 'til about 9:00 or so. My shop is located to the left and 
slightly behind the house at 4025 Walnut Creek Drive, Wamego. We 
are actually about five miles west of Wamego and two miles east of 
Flush Road on the south side of 24. GPS can find us but if you need 
directions, just ask. Park in the driveway or on the hard surface of 
the street, not the grass. (If your car leaks oil, please use the 
street.) Let me know you are coming at tboley10@gmail.com.
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February Demonstration
Turning an Octopod



February Demonstration

13



February Demonstration
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February Demonstration
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February Demonstration
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February Demonstration
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February Demonstration
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February Demonstration
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February Demonstration
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February Demonstration
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February Demonstration
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February Show & Tell

Tom Shields

Photos courtesy of Bob Holcombe
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February Show & Tell

Victor Schwartz
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February Show & Tell

Duane Fischer
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February Show & Tell

Dennis Biggs
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February Show & Tell

Terry Schmidt
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February Show & Tell

Tom Shields
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February Show & Tell

Robert Klopenborg
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February Show & Tell

Dennis Waite
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February Show & Tell

Vaughn Graber
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Share your Knowledge
Share an idea or skill with us

Credit to AAW Tips & Tricks



FHW Member’s Lathes 2026
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LatheName

JetDon Baker

Delta/Rockwell VS (old)Joe Beck

Powermatic 3520CSteve Bietau

Jet 1640 and Vega bowl latheDennis Biggs

OneWay 2436, Stubby 5750, FHW’s Delta MidisTom Boley

Jet 1642 EVSEd Brokesh

VL100 VicmarcGary Burgert

Laguna 1836Dave Davis

Jet 1642 EVSBarb Drolet

GrizzlyDuane Fischer

Jet 1640 and two Delta MidisFHW Club

Jet 1642Ned Gatewood

Jet 1642Vaughn Graber

Grizzly BenchtopMakaden Gordon

Grizzly benchtopTerry Goddard

Jet 1642 EVS and Delta MidiRoss Hirst

Record Power RegentBob Holcombe

Grizzly 1624, Nova 1624-44, Delta MidiRobert Kloppenborg

Jet Mini and Shop Built (80 yo)Brandon Lantz

Delta MidiMelissa McIntyre

GrizzlyDale Nester

Delta Midi, PowermaticTom O’Grady

GrizzlyCathy Rankin

KSC 12” and OneWay 1624Lowell Regehr

Grizzly MidiMike Roediger

Craftsman 12”Bill Roepka

Delta 10” x 40” MidiTod Salfrank

Jet 1642 EVSTerry Schmidt

Robust American BeautyTom Shields

Nova Comet IIJames Skees

ShopsmithKenneth Stitt

Delta MiniVic Vinson

WENAkeem Waite

Rockwell 612 HD, Jet 1221Dennis Waite

Nova NeptuneThurman Young

Robust American Beauty, Master Bowlturner VB36, Delta Mini Randy Zelenka
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Below are resources that the club has donated to Rock Creek’s wood shop .If 

you have interest in checking one of these items out, they are available to 

members.
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Rock Creek High School
Home of the Flint Hills Woodturners

9355 Flush Rd, St George (Flush), KS 66535

From Manhattan:

Take HWY 24 East toward Wamego to Flush Road. Flush Road is 5.7 miles from the McCall/HWY 24

intersection and is flagged with a speed limit of 60 mph. Go left (North) on Flush Rd for 7.2 miles.

From Wamego:

Take HWY 24 West toward Manhattan to Flush Road. Flush Road is 7.3 miles from the KS-99/HWY 

24 intersection and is flagged with a speed limit of 60 mph. Go right (North) on Flush Rd for 7.2 

miles.

Please park and enter the building through the door by the greenhouse.
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RCHS Wood Shop

Park here

Entrance (near greenhouse)

Entrance

HWY 24

HWY 24

F
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s
h
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Mentoring Opportunities
Several of our members have volunteered to be available to those looking to 
practice, learn new techniques, and improve their woodturning skills. These 
mentors will lend their time and skill help. Just give one of the mentors listed 
below a call or e-mail so we can determine how best to help and to set up a time 
to meet. The club is very interested in this new skill building effort and we are 
looking forward to hearing from you.

• Steve Bietau, West Manhattan, (785) 317-3179, sabietau@gmail.com

• Tom Shields, Central Manhattan, (785) 341-9969, 5tommyshields@gmail.com

• Dennis Biggs, Abilene, (785) 479-6601, dbiggsgolf@yahoo.com

• Randy Zelenka, West Manhattan, (785) 477-4587, vzalenka@cox.net

• Tom Boley, near Wamego, (785) 456-7890, tboley10@gmail.com

• Ross Hirst (penturning), Topeka, (785) 249-7936, ross.i.hirst@cox.net

• Robert Kloppenborg, Marysville, (785) 713-0658, bjklop@sbcglobal.net
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We’re on

Click here to view demonstrations hosted by the

Flint Hills Woodturners
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President

Barbra Drolet

Vice President

Dave Davis

Secretary

Ned Gatewood

Treasurer

Ross Hirst

Operations

Randy Zelenka

Member at Large

Bob Holcombe

2026 Board Members Flint Hills Woodturners is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit composed of 
individuals who are interested in 
learning and promoting the art of 
turning wood. Formed in March 
2015 for hobbyists in the Flint Hills 
region of Northeast Kansas, the 
club welcomes all interested 
people to visit our meetings to get 
a sample of this inspiring hobby. 
You will find warm people from 
novice to expert willing to share 
with you. Flint Hills Woodturners is 
a chapter of the American 
Association of Woodturners. 

If you would like more 
information about our club, 
please visit our website: 
https://flinthillswoodturners.org

The American Association of Woodturners (AAW) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization, dedicated to advancing the art and craft of woodturning worldwide by 
providing opportunities for education, information, and organization to those interested 
in turning wood. Established in 1986, AAW currently has more than 15,000 members 
and a network of more than 350 local chapters globally representing professionals, 
amateurs, gallery owners, collectors and wood/tool suppliers. 

Program Director

Ken Stitt
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Flint Hills Woodturners Upcoming Events

March Club Meeting  Rock Creek HS……  March 7   8:30 to Noon

Skill Enhancement, Tom Boley Shop ……..   March 12  7 to 9pm

Meet the Makers, FHDC Atrium  ……….  March 18 10am to 5pm

April Club Meeting, Rock Creek HS…………. April 4   8:30am to Noon

Flint Hills Festival, Blue Earth Plaza……….  May 2  10am to 5pm


