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Are you interested in learning about WOODTURNING?

Whether you are a seasoned pro or have never 
touched a lathe tool,

You are welcome here.

Come to a meeting and check us out.

Scan the QR code to visit our Website:

flinthillswoodturners.org



Turning an Angel
With Tom Shields

April Club Event

Saturday, April 4th, 2026

Rock Creek High School, 9355 Flush Rd, St George (Flush), KS 

66535

8:30 AM Social Time, 9:00 AM Meeting Begins

At our April meeting Tom Shields will 

demonstrate turning an inside out angel. 
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March Meeting Minutes

6

Recorded by Tom Shields

The March meeting of the Flint Hills Woodturners was held 7 March,
2026 in the wood shop at Rock Creek High School. Thirty-one members 
were present. The meeting was called to order by Barbara Drolet, 
President.

Vice President Dave Davis was complimented on the recent newsletter. 
He said no one seems to be planning to attend the national meeting in 
June.

Treasurer Ross Hirst reported we have $3,827.89 in checking, and 
$47.45 in petty cash. One new member paid their dues today.

Program director Ken Stitt reports he has lost his list of prospective 
programs, so if you have committed, get in touch with him. Next 
month's program will be Tom Shields demonstrating a Christmas angel.

Operations chairman Randy Zelenka reminded the club that we will be 
demonstrating at the Discovery Center March 18th as part of their 
"Maker Days". We will start about 10:00, and all members are welcome 
to participate. We also plan to participate in the spring festival on May 
2nd at the Discovery Center. And finally, a new program will be held in 
CiCo park on May 16. They are soliciting crafters to take part. Randy will 
get more information about this and report in April.

Other Business: Tom Boley announced that there would be a Skill 
Enhancement opportunity in his shop the evening of March 12th, 
7:00pm. Interested participants would email or phone him to 
attend. There is a $5 charge to participate but showing up to just learn 
by observing is free.

Show and tell participants included Dave Davis, Dennis Biggs, Victor 
Schwarz, Melissa McIntyre, Dennis Waite, and Tom Boley.

Demonstration: The program was presented by Robert Kloppenborg -
turning small, stemmed goblets. He emphasized the use of green 
wood. A limb about two inches in diameter is perfect. It is best if the 
pith is centered in the wood. Length is up to the turner. Robert used 
wood about nine inches long. If one chooses to go much longer, a 
steady (made using a clothespin) is useful.



March Meeting Minutes
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Between centers, a dovetail is put on one end, and some of the wood is 
removed from the middle of the piece. It is then transferred to a chuck, and the 
cup is formed on the free end, leaving bark at the edge. The cup is hollowed, 
initially with a bowl gouge. A light is then shined into the interior of the cup 
while the outside is turned. Intensity of the transmitted light helps judge 
thickness.

The stem is turned using a live center in the cup for support. It is taken down 
about two inches at a time, using a gouge or skew. Final thickness is about 
1/8th inch. When the stem is finished, the base is established, leaving bark on 
the outside, and a thickness (height) adequate for stability. Robert sands the 
green wood to 120 as he goes. Since it is turned green, it is common for cracks 
to develop in the base, and the stem and cup to warp some.

As an encore, Robert turned a honey dipper in about fifteen minutes.

The next meeting will be April 4th. Vice President Davis will be presiding as the 
President will be away.

Respectfully submitted, Tom Shields, secretary pro tem



8

Skill enhancement

On March 12th, ten club members met at Tom Boley’s shop to work on skills that 

they felt could use improving. A great time was had and great knowledge was 

shared. Any number of turning related skills are able to be worked on at Skill 

Enhancement. Several members were focused on how to sharpen their tools.

Our next Skill Enhancement will be April 7th, 7-9pm in Tom Boley’s shop.
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March Demonstration
Turning a Small Thin Stemmed 

Goblet
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March Demonstration
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March Show & Tell

Dave Davis

Photos courtesy of Bob Holcombe
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March Show & Tell

Dennis Waite
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March Show & Tell

Melissa McIntyre
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March Show & Tell

Tom Boley
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March Show & Tell

Victor Schwartz
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February Show & Tell

Duane Fischer
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March Show & Tell

Dennis Biggs
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February Show & Tell

Robert Kloppenborg
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Share your Knowledge
Share an idea or skill with us

Credit to AAW 



FHW Member’s Lathes 2026
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Below are resources that the club has donated to Rock Creek’s wood shop .If 

you have interest in checking one of these items out, they are available to 

members.
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Taken from the Manhattan Mercury



Rock Creek High School
Home of the Flint Hills Woodturners

9355 Flush Rd, St George (Flush), KS 66535

From Manhattan:

Take HWY 24 East toward Wamego to Flush Road. Flush Road is 5.7 miles from the McCall/HWY 24

intersection and is flagged with a speed limit of 60 mph. Go left (North) on Flush Rd for 7.2 miles.

From Wamego:

Take HWY 24 West toward Manhattan to Flush Road. Flush Road is 7.3 miles from the KS-99/HWY 

24 intersection and is flagged with a speed limit of 60 mph. Go right (North) on Flush Rd for 7.2 

miles.

Please park and enter the building through the door by the greenhouse.
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RCHS Wood Shop

Park here

Entrance (near greenhouse)

Entrance

HWY 24

HWY 24
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Mentoring Opportunities
Several of our members have volunteered to be available to those looking to 
practice, learn new techniques, and improve their woodturning skills. These 
mentors will lend their time and skill help. Just give one of the mentors listed 
below a call or e-mail so we can determine how best to help and to set up a time 
to meet. The club is very interested in this new skill building effort and we are 
looking forward to hearing from you.

• Steve Bietau, West Manhattan, (785) 317-3179, sabietau@gmail.com

• Tom Shields, Central Manhattan, (785) 341-9969, 5tommyshields@gmail.com

• Dennis Biggs, Abilene, (785) 479-6601, dbiggsgolf@yahoo.com

• Randy Zelenka, West Manhattan, (785) 477-4587, vzalenka@cox.net

• Tom Boley, near Wamego, (785) 456-7890, tboley10@gmail.com

• Ross Hirst (penturning), Topeka, (785) 249-7936, ross.i.hirst@cox.net

• Robert Kloppenborg, Marysville, (785) 713-0658, bjklop@sbcglobal.net

37



For newer and seasoned woodturners

AAW offers many online resources on their 
website to help with your woodturning journey.
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From the AAW website
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"If you have no failures, you are not 

trying". - from Richard Raffan's book, 

Turning Boxes



AAW Bulletin
News from the American 

Association of Woodturners
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AAW Forum Highlights

Click here to learn more

Want to connect 

with other 

woodturners?

Sign up for the AAW 
Forum, a member 
moderated online 
community ideal for 
sharing work, ideas, 
and obtaining 
feedback from other 
woodturning 
enthusiasts. You can 
upload photos, 
converse with other 
woodturners, and 
maybe even see your 
work as a "Turning of 
the Week."



Don’t Forget!

• The AAW member Remote Demonstration 
Calendar features online woodturning demonstrations 
presented by AAW members.

• To become an AAW member, or to renew your AAW 
membership, please visit: AAW Membership Home.

AAW Bulletin
News from the American 

Association of Woodturners
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AAW members save $50 if registered before 2/28
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We’re on

Click here to view demonstrations hosted by the

Flint Hills Woodturners
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President

Barbra Drolet

Vice President

Dave Davis

Secretary

Ned Gatewood

Treasurer

Ross Hirst

Operations

Randy Zelenka

Member at Large

Bob Holcombe

2026 Board Members Flint Hills Woodturners is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit composed of 
individuals who are interested in 
learning and promoting the art of 
turning wood. Formed in March 
2015 for hobbyists in the Flint Hills 
region of Northeast Kansas, the 
club welcomes all interested 
people to visit our meetings to get 
a sample of this inspiring hobby. 
You will find warm people from 
novice to expert willing to share 
with you. Flint Hills Woodturners is 
a chapter of the American 
Association of Woodturners. 

If you would like more 
information about our club, 
please visit our website: 
https://flinthillswoodturners.org

The American Association of Woodturners (AAW) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization, dedicated to advancing the art and craft of woodturning worldwide by 
providing opportunities for education, information, and organization to those interested 
in turning wood. Established in 1986, AAW currently has more than 15,000 members 
and a network of more than 350 local chapters globally representing professionals, 
amateurs, gallery owners, collectors and wood/tool suppliers. 

Program Director

Ken Stitt
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Flint Hills Woodturners Upcoming Events

April Club Meeting, Rock Creek HS…………. April 4   8:30am to Noon

Skill Enhancement, Tom Boley’s Shop……..April 7th 7 to 9pm

Flint Hills Woodturners monthly meeting…….  May 2  8:30 to Noon

Flint Hills Festival, Blue Earth Plaza……….  May 2  10am to 5pm

Flint Hills Woodturners monthly meeting…….  June 6  8:30 to Noon


